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Introduction 

This edition is serving up an “Intro” as fact-filled edition of cat purrs 
provides many bits of information that I have not seen anywhere else. 

There are a couple of facts in this information that differs from other 
research material that I have read. I will note it when I get to it in the 
newsletter.  

The information in this newsletter is from a gentleman who wrote while at  
Iowa State University (U.S.). His name is John. D. Blaisdell, and I could find 
no information about him. 

He wrote this in 1993, and more recent research suggests that some 
information may be outdated. That said, this is very interesting material, 
and I hope you enjoy the read.  

I have re-written some things to make it more readable, and have added a 
few things here and there, but it is mostly Mr. Blaisdell’s work. I just wanted 
to give Mr. Blaisdell credit for most of the writing. I will always let you know 
when the work is not mine. 



The Rise of the Cat as a 
Valued Companion Animal 

Of all the animals domesticated by humans the cat is one of the most unique. 

By nature cats are nocturnal animals, while most other domesticates are diurnal 
and socially solitary. Cats seem to have been domesticated more for some 
metaphysical reason than for any practical advantage other than to keep the rodent 
population down.

But the feline's ability to catch and kill rodents made them a valuable asset to 
medieval farmers whose distinction between adequate food supplies and famine 
was often related to how much grain the rats and mice ate. 

By the beginning of the eighteenth century, though, a new attitude engulfed the 
relationship between the human and the domestic feline. The cat was no longer 
viewed strictly as a working animal but now was considered in some circles as a 
treasured companion. 

This attitude, reflected in epitaphs to these creatures from the period, suggest that 
cat may have been more beneficial as a support system than as a mouse catcher. 

While there is strong evidence that the cat was a favorite companion of the 
eighteenth-century intellectual elite, there is also good evidence that this creature 
was, along with the hunting dog, beginning to be accepted in a non-working 
capacity by the middle class businessmen of the period. 



Finally, there is no question but that the move towards a new sensibility, that was 
seen in the late eighteenth century, proved highly beneficial to the well-being of 
this animal - the cat. 

***The cat was probably first domesticated in ancient Egypt. While some scholars 
believe the cat was domesticated as early as the old kingdom, circa 3100- 2300 
B.C., there are no written or artistic records of this animal being a constant 
companion of humans before 2000 B.C. By the 16th century B.C. there are 
numerous artistic representations of the cat engaging in a close relationship with 
humans. 

By the fifth century B.C. when at least two Egyptian Gods: Bast and Sekmet, were 
portrayed as cats, this animal's popularity was at an all time high. Hundreds of 
these creatures were mummified and placed in special coffins for the journey into 
the afterlife. 

There were strong reactions if these animals were killed; one classical scholar 
noted it was a capital crime to kill a cat and at least once, during the reign of a 
Ptolemaic king, a Roman that accidentally killed a cat was himself almost killed by 
an Egyptian mob.

*** More recent research indicates that cats may have been domesticated as far 
      back as 10,000 years ago.

”The cat (Felis catus, Linneaus 1758) was domesticated about 10,000 years ago, and 
is now one of the most popular pets of the world with more than 600 million individuals 
(Driscoll et al., 2009; Turner & Bateson, 2000).” 



It was in large part because of the interaction that Egypt had with Greece and 
Rome that this animal became popular in these lands. On the Greek mainland cats 
were kept from the archaic period onwards, though they were scarce and kept 
mainly as pets rather than as working animals. 

During the Roman Imperial period the cat was looked upon with affection in 
certain areas of society. As an example there is a depiction, that was found at Mont 
Auxois, carved on a table leg of a boy cradling a cat with a collar and bell. 

Though the excavations at Pompeii produced no evidence of domestic cat bones, 
there is an illustration from that period of a cat attacking a partridge. It was 
supposedly through Roman conquests and colonization that the 

For whatever reasons, when Christianity became established in the western world 
the cat quickly fell from favor. The animal's nocturnal nature and solitary 
behavioral patterns combined with their association in pagan religious cults very 
quickly identified them with mysterious and evil ways; in time they were 
considered the favorite companion of witches and warlocks. 

There is the legend from medieval times of the cat who rolls in red mud so that she 
looks as if she is covered with blood. Then she throws herself on the ground, holds 
her breath and waits for a rat to approach. The rat, observing that she is not 
breathing and that she seems covered with blood with her tongue hanging out, 
thinks she is dead and sits on her. The feline then grabs the rat, kills him and eats 
him. It was this reputation, legendary or not, that sustained the cat during the 
middle ages. 

From the rather scarce written evidence of the times, it was obvious that the cat 
was considered first and foremost a mouse and rat catcher. 



Cat Value 

Howel Dda, a tenth century Prince of south central Wales, issued a law for the 
protection of the domestic cat. He also established fixed prices for tame kittens. 
Before a kitten opened its eyes, it was valued at one penny. After it opened its eyes 
and until it caught its first mouse, it was worth two pence. Once the cat was 
established as a mouser it was worth four pence. 

Moreover, anyone who stole or killed one of the cats that guarded the prince's 
granary had to forfeit a milch ewe with its fleece and lamb, or as much wheat as, 
when poured on the defunct cat suspended by its tail with its nose touching the 
ground, would cover him up to the tip of his tail. 

Further, if a married couple separated and there was a division of goods, including 
a single cat, it was the husband's prerogative to retain the cat.

One author from the fourteenth century, William Langland, also wrote extensively 
on the cat's role as a rodent catcher. Interestingly, Langland wrote from the point of 
view of the rodents. 

“With that a horde of rats ran out all at once, with small mice among them, many a 
thousand. They gathered in council for the common profit, for a cat from the 
courtyard used to come as he pleased. 

A rat highly respected, with a tongue that could reason, said he had worked out a 
scheme... Said the rat "It seems reasonable to buy a brass bell, or one of bright 
silver, tie it to a collar, ... and hang it round the cat's neck; then we could hear 
when he is prowling..." 

The whole rout of rats agreed to this reasoning. When the bell was bought, 
though,...no rat in the whole crowd dared clasp that bell round the cat's neck nor 
attach it to him - not for all of England.”



I hope you enjoyed the excerpt from Blaisdell’s writing.  

I thought this was an interesting piece that gave some background 
about cats that I had not yet heard. 

As you know, some love, some hate, and some are just indifferent 
toward cats. I’m sure you have heard the quip “Ya’ gotta love em”. 
Well, I’m one who doesn’t seem to have a choice. What about you? 
 

Charlotte’s Corner (Kabul Small Animal Rescue) 

Charlotte has been caught in the pandemic pandemonium just as everyone 
else has been. She has been unable to leave Kabul, Afghanistan for a 
couple of months now. Transferring pets to people in other countries is how 
she supports her efforts. 

She just managed to get a flight out to the U.S. with a few animals. Her 
flight back was almost cancelled, but she did manage to get back. 

Charlotte is, as are most people, struggling financially to keep her rescue 
efforts alive. Even in Kabul prices have gone up, and food for the animals 
has become expensive. Also, getting the drugs necessary to get, and keep, 
the animals healthy has always been difficult, but it is even moreso now.  



Charlotte, like her rescues, is a fighter and is managing to keep her staff, 
feed her animals, and find the basics to survive this pandemic. 

Find out what happened to Dusty (above), one of her latest rescues 
  on her Facebook page - KSAR. 

EMAIL: mycat@kittiestocats.com 
Contact me any time with your comments or suggestions.

Remember to:

Keep on petting! 

Bob

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Nonprofit-Organization/Kabul-Small-Animal-Rescue-310454036508624/

